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Presteigne  Urban  District  Council 


Annual  Report  of  the 
medical  Officer  of  Health 

(Incorporating  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Presteigne  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Howse  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948,  which  has  been 
compiled  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
3/49  (Wales). 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  excellent  progress 
made  at  the  Silia  Housing  Estate  and  that  the  first 
houses  have  already  been  occupied  which  will  assist  in 
the  reduction  of  the  acute  housing  position  in  the  Town. 

The  water  supply  was  a cause  of  anxiety  at  the 
close  of  the  year  but  prompt  attention  and  chlorination 
has  relieved  the  position  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the 
matter  was  well  in  hand  and  although  samples  of  raw 
water  still  indicated  a high  bacterial  content,  samples 
of  the  water  going  to  supply  were  satisfactory  following 
chlorination. 

Pollution  of  the  River  Lugg  is  still  being  caused 
by  the  unsatisfactory  sewage  disposal  arrangements,  but 
it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  have  instructed 
their  new  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  draw  up  a scheme 
for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  which  is  hoped  will  be 
well  in  hand  during  1949. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  whoop- 
ing cough  but  both  age  factors  and  seasonable  incidence 
were  favourable  and  no  deaths  resulted. 
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The  present  Medical  Officer  of  Health  commenced 
his  duties  on  the  1st  October  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  the  1st  December,  and  it  is  more  satisfactory  to 
record  that,  although  only  part  time  officials,  both  the 
Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  reside  in  the 
Town  which  is  far  superior  to  these  officers  being  non- 
residents as  previously. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  previous 
Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  their  assist- 


ance and  services  during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  JAMES  WALKER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Staff  of  the  Public  health  Department. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  R.  James  Walker,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

(Cantab). 

Engineer,  Surveyor  and  ^ 

Sanitary  Inspector  J.  H.  M.  Jolliffe,  A.M.l.San.E., 

A.M.Inst.B.E.,  C.S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A., 


Section  A 


STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value  of  the  area 
Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate 


2718 

1271 

441 

£4003 

£16 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL 

THE  YEAR. 

Live  births  (legitimate  only) 

Still  births 
Deaths 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
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STATISTICS 

M F 

13  7 

Nil 
5 7 

Nil 


OF 

T 

20 

12 


COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

WALES,  1948. 


Presteigne  England  & Wales 


Birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  Pop.) 

157 

17*9 

Still  birth  rate  (per  1,000  live 

and  still  births) 

‘v.  beath  rate  (per  1,000  of  Pop.) 

00*0 

23*0 

9*4 

10*9 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (per 

1,000  live  births) 

000 

34*0 

CAUSES  OF 

DEATH. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  diseases 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Other  violent  causes 
All  Causes 


M F T 

2—2 

1 1 

— 1 1 

1 1 

3 2 5 

1 1 

1 1 

5 7 12 


Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for 

THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  Laboratory  facilities 
are  available  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Hereford. 


CLINICS:  Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional 

Hospital  Board  schemes  a Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held 
at  the  Shirehall,  Presteigne  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  each 
month. 


Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the  AREA. 

WATER.  The  water  supply  is  derived  from  a spring 
collecting  point  and  distributed  by  the  Presteigne  WAter 
Co.,  Ltd.  During  November  and  early  December 
samples  showed  a larger  number  of  coliform  bacilli 
present  than  should  be  allowed  and  the  Company  were 
immediately  contacted.  The  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
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assisted  the  Company  in  the  installation  of  chlorination 
and  this  was  maintained.  At  the  close  of  the  year, 
although  samples  of  raw  water  still  had  high  coliform 
bacillus  counts,  the  water  going  to  supply,  after  chlorin- 
ation, was  satisfactory.  Flooding  of  the  watershed  by 
the  River  Lugg  is  believed  to  be  the  cause. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE : The  sewerage 

system  although  old,  is  functioning  reasonably  satis- 
factory but  the  outfalls  are  still  causing  pollution  of  the 
River  Lugg.  The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  been 
instructed  to  draw  up  a scheme  for  the  prevention  of  this 
pollution  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  can  be  put  in  hand 
during  1949. 

RIVERS  and  STREAMS:  With  the  exception  of  the 

pollution  referred  to  above  no  other  case  under  this 
heading  came  to  light  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL:  The  house  refuse  is  collected 
every  Tuesday  and  Friday  by  a contractor  and  disposed 
of  at  the  Council’s  tip. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  AREA. 
INSPECTIONS 

During  the  year  134  visits  of  inspections  were  made. 


Number  of  inspections  under  the  Housing  and 

Public  Health  Acts  125 

Number  of  inspections  under  the  Workshops 

and  Factories  Act  2 

Number  of  inspections  under  the  Milk  and 

Dairies  Acts  1 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with 

Water  supplies  2 

Premises  and  Clothing  (lots)  disinfected  4 

NOTICES  ISSUED 


Informal 

14 

Statutory  

Nil 

Defects  remedied  ... 

12 

4 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS:  PART  I OF  THE  AC 
1.  Inspections  for  purposes  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases*’). 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING:  During  the  year  eight  houses  were  com- 

pleted and  occupied  out  of  the  ten  under  contract  and 
this  was  very  good  progressand  extensive  site  works  were 
necessary  before  house  building  could  commence. 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

DURING  THE  YEAR: 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  77 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  77 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be,  in 

all  respects,  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  32 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

DURING  THE  YEAR  : 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  32 

Number  remedied  by  informal  action  18 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  serving  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 


Section  E. 

INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  : 

Forty-four  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  of  premises  where  meat  and  other  foods  are 
sold  by  retail.  In  each  instance  the  shops  were  clean 
and  well  kept. 
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Section  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  : During  the  year  there  was  an 

outbreak  of  whooping  cough,  a total  of  46  cases  being 
notified.  The  majority  of  these  cases  occured  during  the 
third  quarter  of  year,  affecting  chiefly  children  in  the  , 
4 — 7 year  age  group.  The  factors  of  both  age  and 
seasonal  incidence  were  favourable  in  lessening  the  risks 
of  complications  and  fatalities  and  no  deaths  resulted 
from  this  epidemic. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1948. 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  1 

Dysentry  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  cough  ...  46 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION : This  was  trans- 

ferred to  the  County  Health  Department  as  from  the 
5th  July,  1948. 
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